TIMELY TIPS ===

UBJEGT“’E Students will read “Scene Writing” in the fall 2026 issue of Idea File, identify the
strategies in the SCENE framework and use them to transform a basic event summary
into a short, character-driven yearbook story.

MATERIALS * Printed or digital copy of 2026 Idea File
» Paper and pencil or digital note-taking resource
NEEDED * Highlighters or colored pens
» Student reporting notes from a recent event, if available

PART 1 INTRODUCTION: SUMMARY OR STORY?

To kick off the conversation, display these two story openings:
Summary: Culinary students prepared meals during class.

Scene: Jordan Ramirez tapped the edge of the spatula against the skillet before sliding another pancake
onto the crowded warming tray. Steam drifted upward as he wiped his hands on his apron and glanced
toward the clock.

Ask:

* Which opening helps you picture what happened?

* What specific details make the second example feel like a scene?

* What information would a reporter need to observe or gather before writing it?

PART 2 READ AND FIND THE SCENE

Have students read “Scene Writing” on pages 26-29 of Idea File. As they read, ask them to mark or record the
five parts of the SCENE framework:

S: Start with a character — Focus on an individual rather than opening with an organization, class, team or event
C: Capture the moment — Use movement, body language, sounds, dialogue and sensory details

E: Expand the larger story — Widen the focus to provide context about the event, activity or experience

N: Note the meaningful quotes — Include authentic words that reveal personality, humor, frustration or excitement
E: Edit with strong verbs — Replace vague descriptions and passive wording with precise actions

Discuss:

* Which strategy would improve your staff’s writing the most?

» Which strategy requires information gathered before the writer sits down to draft?
* Why is “students were excited” weaker than describing what students said or did?

PART 3 THE 100-WORD SGENE

Give students one of the following broad yearbook summaries, or allow them to use notes from an event they
recently covered:

e The team prepared for its rivalry game

e Students performed in the fall musical

e The Robotics club competed at a tournament
» Students decorated for homecoming

e The band practiced before halftime

e Culinary students served food during class

Students will turn the summary into a 75-100-word scene using the SCENE framework.
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PART 3 THE 100-WORD SGENE CONT.

SCENE PLANNER

S: Character — Who will serve as the focus?

C: Moment — What specific action or experience will open the scene?

E: Larger story — What context will help readers understand why the moment matters?
N: Quote — What could the character say to reveal an authentic reaction or perspective?
E: Strong verbs — Which active verbs will help readers visualize the moment?

WRITING REQUIREMENTS

The short scene should include:

* One named or clearly identified character

* At least two observable details

* One meaningful quote or a clearly labeled quote placeholder

* One sentence connecting the moment to the larger story

» Strong verbs and precise language

* Reporting reminder: Students should not invent facts, actions, sensory details or quotations for publication.
If this is a practice scenario, any fictional information should be labeled as such and later replaced with
verified reporting.

PART 4 SCENE CHECK

Have students exchange drafts with a partner. Partners should underline or label each part of SCENE they
can find.

Ask partners to provide one response to each prompt:
| could picture...

* | wanted to know more about...

» One vague word or weak verb to replace is...

* The larger yearbook story becomes clear when...

Give students several minutes to revise their scenes based on the feedback.

RELEVANT RESOURCES

* Yearbook Suite: “Writing: Tell Me a Story” — Reinforce intentional reporting, story organization, engaging
leads, integrated quotes, transitions, pacing and complete endings. Lessons 3 and 4, Writing Strong Leads
and Writing the Story, directly support the scene-building portion of this activity.

» Developing a Story Idea Class Starter — Reinforce how writers narrow a broad assignment by choosing a
specific person, moment or challenge to guide the story.

« Interviewing Resources — Prepare students to ask open-ended questions, listen for unexpected details
and gather meaningful quotes that reveal voice and perspective.

» Additional Writing Resources — Find additional curriculum, Class Starters, training videos and activities
covering yearbook reporting, storytelling, captions, editing and proofing.
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