Journalism Ethics Development Mod 10 Part 3  
First Amendment
Student’s Name: _________________________________________________________
According to the First Amendment, Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
While the First Amendment plays an essential role in allowing students and adults alike to speak and publish freely, it is often misunderstood. The First Amendment only limits the actions of government officials in curbing people’s rights. Public school officials fall into this category. Thus, any restrictions public school officials attempt to make on the content of the yearbook must be constrained within the limits of what the First Amendment allows.
The same is not true at private schools. Because private school officials are not state actors, their actions to prevent students from speaking or publishing do not violate the First Amendment. Private school officials have more power to restrict speech or coverage that “makes the school look bad” or simply makes people uncomfortable.
Because every school’s primary mission is to educate, courts have recognized that the school environment needs to be able to function while providing students with the right to speak and express themselves. Through the years, courts have defined the level of First Amendment protection students enjoy while attending a public school. In Tinker vs. Des Moines (1969), the court ruled that school officials must show that student speech would materially disrupt the educational environment before censoring or suppressing it. The ruling referred to a physical disruption that prevented learning or other normal school activities from taking place: a riot, a walkout, etc.
When you decide to publish something, ask yourself is it ethical? There are seven key points to remember as you make tough decisions. I would recommend you following the following seven principles as you make tough decisions during the yearbook creation process.
From the NSPA Model Code of Ethics 
· Be responsible.
· Be fair.
· Be honest.
· Be accurate.
· Be independent.
· Minimize harm.
· Be accountable.
Terminology
Ethics: A system of moral values, principles of right or good conduct. The law tells us what we can and cannot do. Ethics looks at what’s permissible and asks us to make the best decision of all of the legal options.
Forum publication: A school publication that has been designated as a public forum for student expression; also, student editors must clearly have been allowed to make final decisions about the content of the publication.
Public forum: A place where various viewpoints are expressed.
Prior review: Administrators or others in authority not on the publications staff read everything scheduled to go into the publication prior to print.
Prior restraint: The act of preventing material from being published.
Instructions: The following questions fall under the jurisdiction of the First Amendment. Answer them to the best of your knowledge. Share your responses with your adviser and possibly discuss as a class. Remember the seven points of the NSPA Model Code of Ethics as you answer these questions.               (20 Points Each)
1. Give five reasons why school administrators would want prior review of your yearbook before it goes to press.
a. ________________________________________________________________________
b. ________________________________________________________________________
c. ________________________________________________________________________
d. ________________________________________________________________________
e. ________________________________________________________________________
2. Give five reasons why school administrators would want to allow the staff to remain in control of its content.
a. ________________________________________________________________________
b. ________________________________________________________________________
c. ________________________________________________________________________
d. ________________________________________________________________________
e. ________________________________________________________________________

3. A spread on teen pregnancy and motherhood is planned, with interviews from three teen moms. Why should coverage on this topic be included in the yearbook? What are some approaches and concerns to consider with such a topic?
a. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. A spread on teen pregnancy and motherhood is planned, with interviews from three teen moms. Why should coverage on this topic not be included in the yearbook? What are some approaches and concerns to consider with such a topic?
a. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. A student dies in a car accident. A yearbook photographer goes to the crash scene, where students have put up a memorial with flowers, stuffed animals, and school items. To get a better photo, the photographer rearranges the items. Why is this not OK?
a. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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