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COVERAGE:

The ladder: Building your coverage road map 

Developing a beat system to find story ideas

Expanding your coverage – more ways to tell the story of your year
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The process of covering one year of the high school experience is the most 
challenging and rewarding part of the yearbook creation process. Before the 
year even begins, the editors and staff must determine what they think are the 
most crucial events, groups, sports, clubs and people that need to be covered 
and where they need to be covered in the book. 

A skilled group of editors will develop a coverage plan that directly relates to the 
character of the year and ties to the flow and focus of your theme. 

They will also develop a method to find the stories that have not even been 
thought of yet. So many amazing, unforeseen things happen every year, and a 
great staff has to be prepared to find them, cover them, and find a place in the 
book for them. 

If you had an unlimited number of pages to work with and a limitless budget, 
you could cover what happens at your school every day of the year, but no 
one really wants to create a 700+ page book. So you must work within the 
resources available to maximize all that you do cover with words, photographs, 
infographics and contemporary design.

These lessons will help you understand what to include in your yearbook and 
how to discover the stories that define this year:

THE HEART OF THE YEARBOOKCOVERAGE:

What is coverage? You make the call

Approaches to coverage – guided by your theme

The ladder: Building your coverage road map 

Developing a beat system to find story ideas

Expanding your coverage – more ways to tell the story of your year
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Before you begin the fun and challenging task 
of creating your yearbook, you need to consider 
what should be included in the contents. Forget 
about what you did so well last year. Put all your 
preconceived ideas aside and start fresh.

Let’s step back for a moment and lay some 
preliminary groundwork as a staff.

Lesson 1
What is Coverage?

Objectives – In this lesson, you will learn:
       
What needs to be covered in this year’s 
yearbook, develop a working definition 
of coverage, and brainstorm possible 
methods of coverage

To determine how well you covered 
the year in your previous book and how 
balanced the coverage was

Mosaic, Monarch High School, Louisville, Colo.
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What needs to be covered?
Without looking back at what you did last year, brainstorm EVERYTHING 
that you feel needs to go into this year’s book. Brainstorm as a group with 
the rest of the yearbook staff, and have one staff member write everything 
down (use a whiteboard or large sheets of paper). Think about your school 
specifically. What will be memorable this year? After this initial brainstorming, 
consider how you might group what you have listed. 

Groupings may fall into traditional sections but be open to other possibilities. 
When you are done, be sure to capture this list, either on paper or by 
snapping a picture with your smartphone camera.

How are we going to cover it?
Now it’s time to brainstorm the possible ways that you can cover all of your 
ideas. Coverage methods include stories, photographs, words, captions 
or infographics. Which coverage ideas are the most important? Why are 
they important? Challenge yourself to imagine new ways and approaches. 
Think about magazines and online publications you are familiar with. Bring in 
examples of fresh ideas you find in professional publications.

ACTIVITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Your Name:

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

TIME TO BRAINSTORM



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Your Name:

After going through this entire brainstorming process, create
a unique definition of yearbook coverage in 30 words or more. 
You may also draw or use magazine clippings to support your 
definition.

My definition of yearbook coverage

DEFINING YEARBOOK

COVERAGE

ACTIVITY 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Create a questionnaire and poll your audience. Find out what they liked and 
did not like in your previous year’s book. Poll the school soon after the book 
comes out and get feedback on what they liked best, what they would like to 
see more of. Try to word the questions to keep their responses positive but be 
prepared. Once you ask, you may or may not like what you hear, but whatever 
they say, it will definitely help you make a better book next time. You can 
use a paper survey, or put the survey online using tools like Facebook, Twitter, 
Survey Monkey or Naviance. Whatever method you use, you want to be sure to 
maximize the number of students who will participate.

LISTEN TO YOUR
AUDIENCE

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ACTIVITY
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COVERAGE EVALUATION CHECKLIST
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Your Name:

Have you covered everything and is your coverage balanced? Take a look at 
last year’s book to see if you have balanced coverage throughout the book. 
Also check to see if every photo, story, caption and graphic serves a purpose in 
telling the story of the year.

	 1. Is your coverage balanced, giving adequate space to each section 
	     and covering all students? Use this guideline: student life 20-25%, 
	     academics 8-10%, people/mugs 25%, clubs/organizations 12-15%, 
	     athletics 18-22% (this does not include theme, index or ads pages).

	 2. Are all spreads designed so related content is on facing pages within 
	     the same section? Do spreads contain secondary coverage packages?

	 3. Are all aspects of school life covered without over-emphasizing some 
	     areas?

	 4. Are all varsity sports given equal coverage? Are all non-varsity 
	     sports covered? Individual sports? Is there a scoreboard for every 
	     school team sport with both district and non-district games?

	 5. Does sports copy tell what happened and how rather than just 
	     rehashing the scores?

	 6. Does the book reflect a 12-month year?

	 7. Are out-of-school activities included?

	 8. Does the book include national and community coverage that is 
	     student-focused, which helps date the year? Does copy on these 
	     subjects show student reaction and/or the way that these things 
	     affected their lives?

	 9. Is the full scope of the academic program reflected in an interesting 
	     and creative way?

            10. Does academic coverage look at academics from a student/learning 
	     point of view rather than a teacher/instructing point of view?

            11. Does every people section spread have a headline, copy and 
	     photographs?

Yes No

Evaluate your book with an in-depth coverage 
evaluation tool. A great place to find a tool like this is 
the CSPA or NSPA evaluation guidebook. Create an 
objective list of what you hope to see in your book and 
see how you measure up. From this you can begin to set 
goals for areas for improving the coverage in your next 
book. You can use this questionnaire or create one that 
better suits what you hope to see in your book.

DEVELOP/USE A
COVERAGE EVALUATION
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	 1. Is your coverage balanced, giving adequate space to each section 
	     and covering all students? Use this guideline: student life 20-25%, 
	     academics 8-10%, people/mugs 25%, clubs/organizations 12-15%, 
	     athletics 18-22% (this does not include theme, index or ads pages).

	 2. Are all spreads designed so related content is on facing pages within 
	     the same section? Do spreads contain secondary coverage packages?

	 3. Are all aspects of school life covered without over-emphasizing some 
	     areas?

	 4. Are all varsity sports given equal coverage? Are all non-varsity 
	     sports covered? Individual sports? Is there a scoreboard for every 
	     school team sport with both district and non-district games?

	 5. Does sports copy tell what happened and how rather than just 
	     rehashing the scores?

	 6. Does the book reflect a 12-month year?

	 7. Are out-of-school activities included?

	 8. Does the book include national and community coverage that is 
	     student-focused, which helps date the year? Does copy on these 
	     subjects show student reaction and/or the way that these things 
	     affected their lives?

	 9. Is the full scope of the academic program reflected in an interesting 
	     and creative way?

            10. Does academic coverage look at academics from a student/learning 
	     point of view rather than a teacher/instructing point of view?

            11. Does every people section spread have a headline, copy and 
	     photographs?

            12. Does the people section coverage add to the telling of the story of the 
	     year, covering a wide range of student interests and a wide gamut of 
	     people?

            13. Does your faculty portion of the people section provide insight into 
	     teachers and show their contributions to the school/community as well 
	     as showing teachers as people?

            15. Are significant club activities highlighted either in copy or in 
	     photographic coverage?

            16. Are group shots downplayed, making action shots the dominant 
	     photographs? Have you created a reference section for group shots, 
	     scoreboards and other significant sports and clubs information?

            17. Does the clubs and organizations section truly reflect the year?

            18. If you have an ad section, have you designed ads consistently and 
	     integrated national and community coverage?

            19. Does the advertising section include some feature coverage along 
	      with ads?

            20. Does the book have a full index that lists every reference to students 
	     and staff in stories and captions?

            21. Is there a staff list and colophon with significant publishing details 
	     without over-emphasizing the staff itself?

            14. Does your clubs and organizations coverage bring their activities to life 
	     with specifics about what they did rather than a list of activities and 
	     officers?
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WRITING CONNECTIONS

Coverage Journal 1:1 – What do you think of when you hear the word 
“coverage” in the context of a yearbook? What do you think “coverage” is? 
What do you think it means?

Coverage Journal 1:2 – What are some of the limitations of trying to cover the 
year at your school? Develop possible solutions to each limitation you name.

Coverage Journal 1:3 – What story was your favorite in the current edition of 
your book? Explain what made it your favorite. What was your favorite photo in 
the book? What qualities does it have that drew you to it? 

Coverage Journal 1:4 – What one aspect of your previous book did you like 
best? Explain what you liked about it. What part did you like least and how 
might you go about improving it?

Coverage Journal 1:5 – List five specific goals for improving the coverage in 
your next book. What strategies will you use to achieve these goals?

Every yearbook staff member should have a journal to write and record 
thoughts on topics throughout this unit.

RATE YOUR PROGRESSLesson 1
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

I can do all tasks in 3.0 and I can teach others!

I can demonstrate an ability to conduct brainstorming sessions and research to determine what 
topics to cover in the yearbook. I can...

	 a. 

	
	 b. 

I can demonstrate an understanding of the different methods of incorporating coverage into the 
yearbook.

I understand what coverage is and why it is important, but I am still unsure how to determine 
what needs to be covered and how to analyze whether or not the coverage in the yearbook is 
effective.

I still don’t understand what coverage is, why it is important, or how to evaluate coverage in my 
yearbook.

4.0

3.0

2.0

1.0

gather and integrate relevant information from multiple authoritative 
sources to help determine coverage topics

analyze the coverage topics in last year’s book to help identify 
weaknesses and achieve a better balance of coverage

ACTIVITY 
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Lesson 2
Approaches to
Coverage

Objective – In this lesson, you will learn:
       
The different approaches to coverage 
organization, and then will determine 
which approach best fits the theme 
chosen

The prime directive for any yearbook staff is to tell the complete story of the 
year through words and photographs — all packaged in a reader-friendly, 
contemporary design. The challenge is that our time and resources are limited. 
We only have so many pages available and only so much time to put them 
together. It would be great if we had the resources to cover EVERY day of a 
school year. But on second thought, that would take more time and effort than 
any of us have. So the trick is to maximize the people, events and experiences 
you need and want to cover with the pages and time you have available. 

At some point you must also decide what approach to coverage best fits your 
year and, more specifically, how the theme you have chosen will guide the 
development of your book and its coverage. The coverage structure in the best 
yearbooks is always theme-driven and connected.

Here are the five most commonly used approaches to coverage, with most 
schools using numbers one and two.

Safari, North Allegheny Senior High School, Wexford, Pa.
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1. TRADITIONAL
The traditional approach to yearbook coverage divides the events and 
chronology of the year into specific sections. This approach is the most 
common and has been used back as far as the 1930s and 1940s. The sections 
most commonly used are student life, sports, academics, people/mugs, 
clubs, community/advertising. To keep the coverage balanced, the following 
percentages are recommended: student life 20-25%; sports 18-20%; academics 
8-10%; people/mugs 25%; and clubs/organizations 12-15%. These percentages 
do not include theme, index or ads pages.

Pros: This structure is the most common and most familiar to your reader. It 
allows you to allocate spread space and content to traditional groups, events 
and activities.
Cons: This approach can put you in a rut if you use it every year — same events, 
same sports, same people. It may force you to give coverage to a team, club 
or event that really does not have a compelling story that year. Also, you have 
to consider how to cover events that combine groups, such as homecoming, 
which involves sports, student life and clubs.

Helios, Sunny Hills High School, Fullerton, Calif.

“UNEXPECTED”
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2. CHRONOLOGICAL
The chronological approach covers and organizes the events of the year as 
they happen. This structure could be by week, month, semester, term or season. 
Chronological coverage allows you to mix types of coverage on each spread. 
For example, you might cover a club event, an academic activity and a game 
that happen during a specific week all on the same spread.

Pros: This approach allows you to cover more topics in more creative ways. You 
can find topics for coverage that normally would never get any coverage. This 
approach works best when there is a reason to do it. Chronological coverage 
needs to come from your theme and be directly related to it.
Cons: To pull off chronological coverage, the staff must be organized and 
have a system in place that helps you find stories and then cover them nearly 
every day. Once you miss a story in this method, you can never get it back. 
Successful schools have developed teams that work in a week-by-week 
rotation. Each team is responsible to cover whatever needs to be covered in 
that specific period of time. Also, your plan needs to reflect that some weeks 
will have a lot less coverage than others. 

Cambia, Oak Park High School, Kansas City, Mo.

“SPREAD THE WORD...”
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3. UMBRELLA
This method organizes the stories of the year according to specific, often 
theme-related “umbrella” topics, rather than traditional topics such as summer, 
homecoming, football or math class.

For example, you might have a spread or series of spreads within a specific 
section that focuses on a topic like “pride,” or “determination” or “fun.” Or you 
might reorganize your entire book around specific topics as your major sections. 
At its core, umbrella coverage is driven by word play and should be closely 
connected to the theme. It is possible to take on umbrella coverage in one 
special, theme-related section as well. 

Pros: This method allows the mixing of different kinds of stories that would only 
be in one section of the book on a single spread. This method is most effective 
when it connects directly with your theme.
Cons: Sometimes the connections can be forced, and it’s difficult for the reader 
to understand why such different types of information have been grouped 
together. Do not try this method just to be different; use it because it fits with 
your theme.

Crest, Manchester High School, North Manchester, Ind.

“IT’S ON”
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4. STORY-DRIVEN 
This method focuses on telling the story of the year through individual stories. 
What gets covered in the book are simply the stories that are most compelling. 
Individual sports or clubs, for example, would be covered in a single spread 
only if there was a compelling story to be told. Otherwise, they might only be 
covered in a more compact reference section.

Pros: This approach allows for rich writing and in-depth coverage of specific 
events and people with a story that needs to be told in a deeper way. This may 
also be the most effective approach if your book is faced with only a limited 
number of pages to work with.
Cons: Some groups and events may not get covered in enough depth and this 
may cause concern in your total school audience.

Wings, Arrowhead Christian Academy, Redlands, Calif.

“WHY NOT?”
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5. BLENDED
This method allows you to creatively use different methods within the same 
book based on your theme. You might consider using different approaches in 
different sections to add variety to your book. For example, you might use the 
umbrella approach in academics, focusing on specific words that relate to 
academics, and then use a more traditional approach to sports and student 
life.

Pros: Provides variety both visually and verbally and in the types of coverage 
you can provide.
Cons: Managing different types of coverage may be difficult to stay on top of 
for an inexperienced staff and editors.

Silvertip, Wichita High School Northwest, Wichita, Kan.

“INSPIRE”
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Coverage Approach: Which one is right for you? Consider
the possibilities before you develop your coverage plan.

Determine what coverage approach is right for the theme 
you have chosen to drive the development of your book.
As you are choosing and developing your theme, think about 
what coverage approach will best relate to that theme.

SELECTING YOUR
COVERAGE
APPROACH
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Your Name:

Book Theme:

1. Traditional approach. Why would this be the best approach to the coverage 	
    of this year? 

How does this approach directly tie to your theme?

List possible specific story ideas connecting this approach to your theme.

2. Chronological approach. Why would this be the best approach to the 
    coverage of this year? 

How does this approach directly tie to your theme? 

List possible specific story ideas connecting this approach to your theme. 

3. Umbrella approach. Why would this be the best approach to the coverage 
    of this year? 
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How does this approach directly tie to your theme? 

List possible specific story ideas connecting this approach to your theme. 

4. Story-driven approach. Why would this be the best approach to the 
    coverage of this year? 

How does this approach directly tie to your theme?

List possible specific story ideas connecting this approach to your theme. 

5. Blended approach. Why would this be the best approach to the coverage of 
    this year? 

How does this approach directly tie to your theme? 

List possible specific story ideas connecting this approach to your theme. 
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Your Name:

Book Name:

IDENTIFYING
COVERAGE
APPROACHES Using a yearbook you have not seen before, analyze what coverage 

methods were used. 

ACTIVITY 

What type of coverage method was used?

How did they relate the coverage approach to their theme?

What percentages of coverage do they give to each section?

What is NOT in the book that you think should be included?
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WRITING CONNECTIONS
Coverage Journal 2:1 – What was your coverage approach in last year’s book? 
How well did it connect to your theme? Discuss how another approach might 
have been used. Could another approach have been more successful? What 
might a different coverage approach have added? What might a different 
approach have taken away?

Coverage Journal 2:2 – What was your favorite story in your yearbook from last 
year? What made it a good story? What was the most memorable part of the 
story? What did you still want to know? Did it directly connect to your theme? If 
so, how?

Coverage Journal 2:3 – Write about an event at school that is common to
everyone in your yearbook class. The writing must be done together immediately 
on the day that the even occurred. For example, have everyone in your class 
write about the first pep rally the day that it happened. Describe the event in 
as much detail as you can. How much coverage should such an event get? 
How might it be covered? Great staffs spend a lot of time writing about and 
discussing together all the major events of the school year.

Every yearbook staff member should have a journal to write and record 
thoughts on topics throughout this unit.

ACTIVITY

RATE YOUR PROGRESSLesson 2
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

I can do all tasks in 3.0 and I can teach others!

I can demonstrate an understanding of the different approaches to coverage, and can support 
a decision as to which approach would best fit the theme of the yearbook. I can…

	 a. 

	 b. 

I can identify and evaluate different coverage approaches used in other yearbooks.

I understand the different approaches to coverage, but I do not understand how to determine 
which coverage approach is right for my theme.

I still don’t understand the different approaches to coverage.

identify the pros and cons to each approach to coverage 

analyze each coverage approach in regards to how it would apply to 
the theme of the yearbook

4.0

3.0

2.0

1.0
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Lesson 3
The Ladder: Building Your 
Coverage Road Map

Objectives – In this lesson, you will learn:
       
What a ladder is, its purpose and the 
benefits of using one

The skills needed to create a ladder 
for this year’s yearbook that identifies 
the content of every spread in the 
yearbook, including both primary and 
secondary coverage As you begin the journey of covering this one year in 

the life of your school, it is critical that you create a 
detailed map, called a ladder in the yearbook world, 
of what you plan to put on every page, including 
primary and secondary coverage. If you don’t have this kind of a guide, you risk 
wandering through your year missing deadlines and coverage so your book is not 
exactly how you want it at the end of the year. 

Even though you will draft this map before you begin the process of gathering 
information, it is a living document that will be closely monitored and adjusted 
as the year unfolds. Therefore, your ladder needs to be easily accessible to the 
adviser and editors, and even online.

Before you begin, consult your adviser and yearbook representative to find out 
the maximum number of pages that can be in your book. One of the challenges 
of creating a yearbook is balancing what you need to cover, what you want to 
cover, and what your yearbook budget will allow you to cover.
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Step 1: Looking back to look forward. Using the evaluation tool developed in 
Lesson 2, analyze the balance of the content and coverage of your previous 
year’s book. How many pages did you allot to each section or what would go 
in the traditional sections (student life, sports, academics, people, mugs, clubs)? 
What percentage of the entire book is in each section? Did you give too much 
coverage to a specific section, sport, club or event? Does any of your coverage 
seem inequitable? 

Step 2: What must be covered? Based on discussion begun in Lesson 1, what 
absolutely MUST be covered in this year’s book? Work from the lists you generated 
in Lesson 1. 

Step 3: What approach is the best? Are you interested in taking on chronological 
coverage? Story-driven coverage? Umbrella coverage? A blend of all three? 
How might you best organize your coverage in relation to your theme? If a 
chronological structure connects to your theme, how will you organize the 
chronology? Weekly spreads? Bi-weekly spreads? Seasonal spreads? Other? 

Step 4: Come up with a number. Determine the number of pages you need to 
cover everything you must include. This will include mugs and ads. Base your 
initial estimate of the number of mug and ad pages on the number you used the 
previous year. 

STEPS TO CREATING

A LADDER
ACTIVITY
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Step 5: Anything you don’t need? Determine anything you could eliminate. Are all 
sports and clubs to be treated equally? Do any pages seem unnecessary? 

Step 6: Anything you’ve forgotten? Determine what you would like add to your 
book that you may not have covered in the previous year. What coverage ideas 
may come directly from your theme? 

Step 7: Dividing the content – what order works best with your theme? Determine 
what sections you plan to use and what order each section will be in. 

Step 8: Page by page. Determine the specific content on the pages of each 
section, including possible secondary coverage packages. 

Step 9: Putting it all together. Compile the ladder information into one document. 
Use a prepared ladder or develop your own. 
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WRITING CONNECTIONS

Coverage Journal 3:1 – Without consulting the book itself, describe what you 
think got the most coverage in your previous year’s book. Overall, does the 
coverage in your book seem balanced? Why or why not? What would you like 
to see more of? What would you like to see less of? Does any of the coverage 
seem pointless and unnecessary? 

Coverage Journal 3:2 – Yearbooks definitely come in all shapes and sizes. A 
school with 1,500 students may have a book that is 200 pages in length while 
another school with the same number of students may have a book that is 300 
pages long. What would be the advantages and benefits of having a smaller 
book than the size it currently is? What would be the advantages and benefits 
of having a larger book than the size it currently is?

Coverage Journal 3:3 – Why is it important to have a ladder? What are the 
advantages to having a ladder be as detailed as possible? Try to generate as 
many reasons as you can. What could be the disadvantages of not having 
one?

Every yearbook staff member should have a journal to write and record 
thoughts on topics throughout this unit.

ACTIVITY

RATE YOUR PROGRESSLesson 3
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

I can do all tasks in 3.0 and I can teach others!

I can demonstrate an ability to create a complete ladder that reflects a balance of coverage 
topics. I can…

	 a. 

	 b. 

I can explain the importance of a ladder in ensuring complete, accurate and organized 
coverage.

I understand what a ladder is and why they are important, but I still struggle with how to 
effectively create one that reflects a balance of coverage topics.

I somewhat understand what a ladder is, but I don’t understand how to make one.

determine the number of pages needed to cover all desired topics 
and can divide the content in a way that best supports the theme

analyze the balance of coverage in last year’s book and can 
evaluate weaknesses to address in the creation of the ladder

4.0

3.0

2.0

1.0
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At the beginning of every school year, you know 
there are certain sports, groups and events that 
you will be covering, such as all the football and 
basketball teams, the Key Club and student 
government. To find the stories that need to be told 
in those areas, you will need to track what happens 
as the year develops. Someone needs to be 
assigned as the expert in that area. You also need 
a method to help you uncover stories. Here we take a page from the newspaper 
playbook and develop a beat system. 

What is a beat system? 

A beat is an area or topic that a reporter is assigned to cover. A beat system 
is a method to help gather information on the events, people and groups 
throughout the year on the assigned coverage topic or area. Using beats, a 
reporter is assigned to a specific person, club or event and it is his or her job to 
stay in contact with that person or people involved. This system also can be 
used to find and generate new story ideas as the year progresses.

Lesson 4
Developing a Beat System 
to Find Story Ideas

Objectives – In this lesson, you will learn:
       
To develop a beat system to help 
gather information on specific groups, 
people and events throughout the year

To find new coverage ideas before 
events happen

Stinger, Wynne High School, Wynne, Ark.
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Task One: Brainstorming
Brainstorm groups, events, clubs and people that should be followed as a beat. 
Consider what needs to be followed carefully throughout the year. You may 
want to use some of the lists you have created in previous lessons as well as 
your ladder. The number of staff members you have will determine how many 
beats you can have. Some staffers may have three or four beats they are in 
charge of. 

Task Two: Finalize your beat list. 
Once you have come up with a list, decide if any can be combined into a 
single beat. For example, decide if Varsity Boys’ Soccer needs to be a single 
beat or if it should be combined with the junior varsity and freshman teams. 

Task Three: Choose your beats. 
Your editors will post the list of beats. You will write your name under or beside 
the ones you are interested in covering. Then, the editors, with input from the 
adviser, will make the final assignments.

..................................................................................................

STEPS TO CREATING A BEAT SYSTEM

Your Name:

ACTIVITY
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If you are reporting on a sports beat:
	 Reach out to the coach and team captains of each sport and let them 
	 know that you will be in contact with them for information. Get their 
	 email addresses and cell numbers.
	 Record all game scores immediately after the game happens. Some 
	 scores can be found online, some may be reported on your school’s 
	 news broadcast or school website, or you may have to speak directly
	 to the coach or attend the games yourself. Scoreboard information is 
	 much easier to gather the closer it is to when the actual game was 	
	 played.
	 Report all statistics that are available. In some states, game data is 
	 available for some varsity sports through sites like maxpreps.com.
	 Gather information on players who stand out during a particular game.
	 Put a season schedule in your beat folder. Keep track of dates of games 
	 and make sure the photography staff is aware of the dates.

If you are reporting on a club beat:
	 Contact the club adviser and president let them know that you will be in 
	 touch with them for information. Get their email addresses and cell 
	 numbers.
	 Report all meeting dates.
	 Find out about upcoming club events both inside and outside of school.
	 Inform editors and photographers of all club events.

If you are reporting on an academic beat:
	 Talk with the department chair and other teachers who are leaders in 
	 each department.
	 Talk with students daily about interesting lessons that will be happening in 
	 specific teacher’s classrooms.
	 Keep track of all academic events inside and outside of school.
	 Report all classroom activities and interesting lessons.
	 Inform editors and photographers of photo opportunities.

YOU ARE THE EXPERT!
Begin contacting the person or people on your 
beat. Make contact at least once a week. Write 
up a report that includes new happenings or 
events, and turn it into a pre-created folder for 
that beat. Once every two weeks, you will turn in 
your beat information to the editors or adviser. 

Here are some considerations for gathering 
information with specific beats. Brainstorm with 
other staff members about specific coverage 
areas for your school. 

ACTIVITY 



 walsworthyearbooks.com                 	  Coverage: The Heart of the Yearbook  |  Yearbook Suite   27  

WRITING CONNECTIONS

Coverage Journal 4:1 – Who are the people at your school who always know 
what is going on around campus? If you had to pick the five most “in the know” 
people, who would they be? Explain what they are experts on, and why you 
would choose to go to them.

Coverage Journal 4:2 – Write an email that your adviser can send to the entire 
faculty and staff at your school. Teachers, administrators and support staff 
always know students with remarkable talents or accomplishments that may be 
difficult to find otherwise. What questions might you ask in an email that would 
elicit the best story ideas, such as: “Do you know any specific students in your 
classes that have any remarkable talents or experiences that might be worthy 
of coverage in the yearbook?”

Every yearbook staff member should have a journal to write and record 
thoughts on topics throughout this unit.

ACTIVITY

RATE YOUR PROGRESSLesson 4
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

I can do all tasks in 3.0 and I can teach others!

I can demonstrate an ability to create a beat system and use this system to find new and creative 
coverage ideas before the events take place. I can...

	 a. 

	 b. 

I can conduct research to gather and integrate information from a variety of sources.

I understand the purpose of having a beat system to gather information, but still do not 
understand the best methods for acquiring the information.

I do understand that it is important to gather information for coverage ideas, but I do not 
understand how to effectively create a system that will allow me to do so.

lead and/or participate in a brainstorming session to determine 
which beats are necessary to follow to provide the most balanced 
coverage throughout the yearbook 

effectively communicate with students and teachers who are 
established as contacts for my beat 

4.0

3.0

2.0

1.0
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The purpose of a yearbook is to tell the 
complete story of the year through words, 
pictures and contemporary design. Like artists, 
yearbook journalists have a rich palette of 
methods to tell that story – so why settle for one or two or just a few? As you put 
together your coverage plan, you need to make conscious choices not only 
about what you plan to cover, but how you plan to cover it. How well are you 
currently using these strategies? What new ones can you develop and include 
in your book?

There is a set of coverage methods that should be found in every book 
as a foundation of your coverage plan. How many of these are 
included in your yearbook?

	 1. Storytelling copy (lead, quotes, transitions) – Every book should have 
	     some copy that helps tell the story of the groups, events and people. If it 
	     is well written and tells a compelling, in-depth story, students will want to 
	     read it.
	 2. Great photography – Nearly 70% of a yearbook spread is devoted to 
	     photos, so they better be great, storytelling images.
	 3. Captions and extended captions – Detailed captions that report the 
	     who, what, when, where, why and how of each photo are the easiest 
	     way to improve and deepen the coverage in your book.
	 4. Quotes – Great quotes are at the core of great yearbook coverage. 
	     These quotes will always come from in-depth interviews where the 
	     reporter has enough time with the subject to ask good questions and the 
	     flexibility to go where the interview goes. 
	 5. Headlines and subheads – Every story needs a creative headline and a 
	     strong, detailed subhead to draw the reader into the copy.
	

Lesson 5
Expanding Your Coverage – 
More Ways to Tell the
Story of Your Year

Objectives – In this lesson, you will learn:
       
New possibilities for expanding coverage in 
your yearbook

To identify new methods of coverage to be 
more effective in telling the complete story 
of the year

THE BASICS
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To deepen your coverage beyond the basics, add a wide 
variety of secondary coverage packages on each spread. 
In recent years, many books are combining a number of 
secondary packages – as many as five or six – to make up the 
complete coverage on a topic or an event. Here are some 
coverage ideas to consider, but there are an infinite number of 
possibilities. Consider these and develop more of your own.

	 1. Q & A – The question-and-answer format is perhaps 
	     the easiest and most popular secondary coverage 
	     element. All you need to do is develop strong 
	     questions that relate to your spread topic that will 
	     give you great information from a wide variety of your 
	     student population. It also is an easy way to involve all 
	     members of your staff. Each staff member can be 
	     required to go out and record several responses daily.
	 2. Q-and-A interview – In this method, your subject will 
	     answer a series of questions. Then, the questions and 
	     responses are printed in a list format.
             3. Senior ads/baby ads – These are a great way to 
	     personalize the coverage in your book as well as 
	     create income.
	 4. Complete scoreboards – Every sport needs to have all 
	     scores, including tournaments and preseason games, 
	     included in its coverage. At the end of the scoreboard 
	     should be a final tally of the overall record.
            5. Six degrees of separation – These were popular in 
	     years that end in six and show how students are 
	     connected to each other using the theory that 
	     everyone is related in some way with only six steps 
	     or fewer between them; from the movie “Six Degrees 
	     of Separation.”
	

SECONDARY COVERAGE

46campus life
student assistants

F

“I do all the dirty work like 
grading papers and entering 
grades or fetching books.”
-Drew Haas, 12

“I help the students count and 
write in their journals about the 
autumn showcase.”
-Alana Carey, 12

“I make reading fun for them 
and help increase their  

confidence in reading.”
-Amanda Durski, 11

QA&

day’s Teacher assistants take on
a new level of tasks and 
responsibilities 

by Abigail Lacaillade

Right hand gal  Senior Eileen 
Pigott assists history teacher 

Robin Grenz with filing. “I help 
check the APUSH homework 

for Mrs. Grenz because, as 
everyone knows, that’s a lot 

of work to do,” Pigott said.  
photo by Anesu Mucherera

were often faced with 
mountains of papers to grade 
or file when they came to 
class. Senior Eileen Pigott 
assisted AP United States 
History teacher Robin Grenz, 
whom she had the previous 
year. Her help alleviated the 
amount of work Grenz had, 
but kept Pigott busy all class.

“Sometimes when I show 
up to her class, Mrs. Grenz has 
a pile of work for me to check 
that is at least two feet tall,” 
Pigott said. “I want to do her 
justice and finish as much of 
the work as possible so that she 
has more time to relax at home 
with her family.”
 Senior Karl Kostelyk worked 
alongside Nancy Hurley in 
lower house guidance. He 
manned the desk on lunch 
breaks and helped students 
with making appointments to 
visit their counselors or 
requesting schedules. 
 “It was a more active study 
hall, and it looks better to 

colleges,” Kostelyk said. 
 Although student assistants 
acted as an extra hand rather 
than a regular participant in 
the classroom, the job was 
more than met the eye. They 
could be seen buried beneath 
papers or running around the 
school to complete errands.
 Dance teacher Diane 
Hasenbank also used her 
student assistant, senior Quinby 
Mitchell, to her full extent. 
Mitchell rhinestoned dance 
team dresses, sorted costumes 
and glittered backdrops for the 
spring dance showcase. She 
also put together the dance 
technique classes’ costumes 
for performances. 
 Student assistants 
managed tasks and 
administrative duties while also 
enjoying a period outside of 
the traditional class.
 “Sometimes I smile when I 
see what time period the AP 
kids are in and I wish that I was 
in the class again,” Pigott said. 

photo by Isabelle Sarnek

From making copies to 
rhinestoning clothes, student 
assistants did it all.

Seniors requested the 
course like any other 
class and had the 
opportunity to be 
placed with teachers 
or as administrative 
assistants.
       These class periods 
appealed to seniors 
because they had a 
reputation for 
providing a break 
from a rigorous course 
schedule and being 
taken advantage 
of as extra study hall 
periods. Even though 
people associated 

student assistant periods with 
goofing off, the reality was 
different. 

Students who had 
developed good relationships 
with their previous teachers 
looked forward to the 
opportunity to assist them, but 

photo by Jake Burton

All in a
wor k

photo by Jake Burton

How did Carillon volunteers 
assist the teachers?

046-047.indd   46 4/8/2013   9:37:55 PM13-04-10     09:26:07                           y306278_0046_c.p1.pdf
Fusion, Hagerty High School, Oviedo, Fla.

The Scrapbook, Westfield Middle School, Westfield, Ind.

Community - Advertisements
Designed by Allison Helman364364364

We are so proud 
of you Matthew!

With all of our 
love,

 Mom, Dad & Lisa

PloskyploskyPlosky
Matthew

buddiesBuddiesbuddiesBest

“One child’s necessities are anpther child’s luxuries”

The Zweig Family 
thanks Mrs. Cutler and the 

Douglas DECA Club
 for their support of 
In Jacob’s Shoes.

Friendship is timeless. During a time in our lives when the world is moving faster 
than we can bear to handle, it was a friendship that kept us grounded. Best Buddies 
bound us all together, as it is through this organization that hundreds of permanent 

friendships were fostered. “You’ve got a friend in me.”- Best Buddies 2012-2013

Veronika Levine
Yearbook Sales Representative
veronika.levine@walsworth.com
954.304.0256  CELL
561.368.6352 FAX
www.walsworthyearbooks.com
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Senior ads/ baby ads
Aerie, Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, Parkland, Fla.
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	 6. First-person accounts – These are observations written 
	     by the subject. You may give them a series of 	     
	     questions or set them loose to write their own responses 
	     and observations. A great way to get a greater variety 
	     of student voices into your book.
	 7. Quotable quotes – Staff members gather these quotes 
	     overheard daily on campus from students, teachers 
	     and administrators. Sometimes, quotes overheard 
	     on television and in news stories may be included if 
	     they have been heard by a number of students or they 
	     are a part of the local or national culture. In gathering 
	     these quotes, the reporter can write a detailed 
	     explanation of the speaker, context and situation in 
	     which it was said to clarify the meaning to the reader. 
	     Include the following:
		  Quote
		  Speaker’s name and grade
		  When they said it (date, class period, time)
		  Who they were talking to
		  Background information for the quote
		  What was going on at the time it was said? 
	             (Example: “You could shank somebody with his 
		  hair.” Megan Smith to Alexis Jones at 
		  lunch Sept. 25 when the girls saw Jon Johnson 
		  walking around with a silver-spiked Mohawk.)
             8. Reference/Index pages – Expand your sports and 
	     organization coverage here. Primarily, they are a 
	     place for scoreboards and group photos, but they 
	     can also include other information such as team 
	     captains, most valuable players, league recognition, 
	     officers and service projects that might otherwise be 
	     left out of the book because of deadlines.
	 9. Sidebars – Secondary coverage pieces that add more 
	     focused information to the larger story on the spread. 
	     Sidebar was once the generic term for all secondary 
	     coverage.
            10. Quizzes – Quizzes are a way to add humor. Topics like, 
	     “How to know if you are a freshman” that are followed 
	     by a series of questions and then specific responses are 
	     given point values that put the reader into a specific 
	     category. There also can be a serious application.
            11. How to – A “how to” is a numbered series of steps that 
	     explains how to do or make something. (Example: 
	     “How to shave,” which explains how swimmers 
	     prepare for big meets.)
           12. Timelines – Use timelines to show how specific events 
	     about one topic relate. They are sometimes used as 
	     divider pages in chronological books. 

Lair, Shawnee Mission Northwest High School, Shawnee, Kan.

Buccaneer, Laney High School, Wilmington, N.C.
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hustle Senior Noah Little hustles around third base 
with homebase and the lead in sight. “Everytime I’m 

on base I hustle to score.” he explains.

With most sports, the bond between players is 
something no one can replace, as this year’s 
varsity baseball team is no exception, most of the 

boys have been playing throughout high school together. 
“It is a really cool experience.  We all have fun at practices 
and get along together really well,” explains senior Andrew 
Jackson.
 Pregame jitters can easily be erased when 
having your teammates around to help get you excited 
for the game. The guys have all been so close for years; 
some met their freshman year and many when they were 
even younger. “Just being around my teammates gets 
me pumped up; the whole team is a pretty energetic 
group,” says junior Richie Sander. You can instantly see the 
connections between the team’s members. The biggest 
connection is their love of the game of baseball. “I have 
always enjoyed playing and I love the head on head battle 
of trying to get a hit against an opposing pitcher,” confesses 
senior Kirby Cruise. These guys work hard to make a great 
team, but also have time to have a good time. Which is why 
for many of the players the fact that this season will be their 
last together is a little sad. “I’m going to miss my friends, the 
coaches and just the fun times we’ve had through my four 
years of playing for Laney,” says senior Quinn Widerman. 
 Some of the seniors are getting prepared for college 
with baseball in their future. Senior Noah he is looking 

forward to continuing his career in baseball at St. Andrews 
University. Being the only player so far who has accepted 
a scholarship, Little is looking forward to begining his first 
season of college baseball as a proud Laney graduate.  
“When I was offered the scholarship, I felt like every thing 
that I have worked for had finally paid off!” says Little with 
confidence. It has always been a dream of his to play 
college baseball but playing for St. Andrews just tops it all 
off. 
 Every year the season comes back around and the 
boys gear up to get back on the field. Senior Randy Shifflett 
expresses that “Being on the team is a lot of fun and we 
are like a family.” Baseball isn’t just a sport to these boys, 
it’s a lifestyle. “The fun we have and how close everyone 
is, it will be like leaving family,” states Little. So much sweat 
and heart is put into this team that will be hard to watch 
the senior boys leave after this season. Friendships have 
strengthened on the team and it is easy to see that no 
matter where the boys go, these  friendships will never be 

broken. 

By: Lindsay Casteen 
Design: Lindsay Casteen 
Photography: William Holt

o u t  o f  t h e  pa r k

baseball
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142 Sports

Freshman Zachary Ziegenhorn comes up for air during the 100 freestyle at the meet on Jan. 5 at 
SM Northwest. Ziegenhorn started swimming because his sister, junior Zoe Ziegenhorn, had been on 
the girls’ swim team.  “I like [the freestyle stroke] because it’s a mixture of sprinting and distance,” 
Ziegenhorn said. “I think 100 yards is the perfect distance.” Photo by Nate Compton

Gripping the diving board, 
senior Eliot Alpert cheers on his 
teammate during the meet on Jan. 
18 at SM East. Alpert cheered on his 
teammates whenever he was not 
competing. “When you cheer for your 
teammates, then they cheer for you,” 
Alpert said. “It’s a big circle, and 
it helps build the team.” Photo by 
Monica Castellon

Butterfly Stroke

“[Butterfly] is what I’m best at 
because I have the most fun 
swimming it and it’s easy for me.”

—  freshman Gianfranco lamartina

Freestyle

“It’s much easier to go a longer 
distance and it works your pelvis.”

— senior aaron bullard

Breast Stroke

“It’s my fastest relay and  the best 
stroke I can do out of all of them.”

— freshman ryan d’silva
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           13. Lists – Inspired by the David Letterman’s “Top Ten” lists, 
	     these can be fun or serious.
           14. Colophon – A colophon is a place where all the 
	     printing and publishing information about the book is 
	     placed, so future staffs know how the book was 
	     created. Some schools have expanded it into a story 
	     on the creation of the book.
           15. Pro / Con – Take one statement or topic and have two 
	     students with opposing viewpoints write about their 
	     positions on it, and then design them together into a 
	     package on the spread.
           16. He said / She said – Similar to Pro/Con, this provides a 
	     male and female point of view on a specific topic.
           17. Versus – This takes two opposing topics and gathers 
	     different, short, student-specific responses on each. 
	     (Example: Starbucks coffee vs. McDonald’s coffee; 
	     Chipotle vs. Taco Bell)
           18. Mad Libs – The classic fill-in-the-blank story to add 
	     humor to the book. (Example: Write Your Own Excuse 
	     Note.)
           19. Roundtable discussions – Get a group of students 
	     together to discuss questions on a topic and record 
	     their responses and interaction. Possible topics include 
	     religion, music, a national news subject, allowances, 
	     parenting styles.
           20. Glossary – A glossary captures specific language used 
	     by students, which is a great way to capture a 
	     meaningful part of the year.
            21. Fact or fiction? – A mini poll of information usually 
	     about a person. Most often used for fun in the faculty 
	     section. Students get to guess whether the 
	     information is true.
           22. Senior superlatives – Still popular and controversial, 
	     senior superlatives are voted on by students choosing 
	     their favorites on a variety of topics. Some students 
	     think they are fun while others think they are only 
	     another popularity contest open to a limited number 
	     of students. Some staffs are making them fun by 
	     creating new, humorous topics.
           23. Infographics – These pictorial representations of facts 
	     and survey information were pioneered by USA Today 
	     and were popular in yearbooks in the 1980s and 1990s. 
	     They have made a comeback recently, inspired by 
	     many online models shared on Pinterest.
           24. Blitz – This kind of interactive coverage requires that all 
	     interviews be done, information gathered and photos 	
	     shot during the event being covered. A team of 	     
	     student journalists must all be there simultaneously, 
	     doing all the work needed for the story to be fully told. 

SMART Boards and Nooks enhanced classroom lessons

After the bell rang and the students settled into their seats, the teacher 
turned on the SMART Board, ready to start the lesson. 

When math teacher Stephanie Schields asked who wanted to work 
a problem, freshman Pamela Cana shot her hand in the air, eager for a 
chance to complete the problem in front of her peers.

“Almost the whole class uses the SMART Board,” Cana said. “Whenever 
the teacher asks, everyone raises their hand because they want to write on 
it.  No one wants to use the whiteboard [anymore].”

SMART Boards were just one of the multiple forms of technology 
on campus. While mostly math classes used SMART Boards, Nooks, 
tablets, ELMOS, projectors, computers and active expressions were 
used to enhance the lessons in a variety of subjects. 

 In reading classes, students used Nooks two to three times per week 
instead of  bringing a bound book. Using Nooks allowed students to 
highlight words they didn’t know and also made it easier for them to 
access different chapters and pages. 

Because students took the Florida Comprehensive Assessment 
Test on the computer, the school purchased Nooks to help students 
read on a screen, as they were not accustomed to doing so. 

“[Technology] helps students become more engaged. Even the 
kids who sleep in class stay awake. It makes [learning] fun,” reading 
teacher Danielle Heath said.

These new forms of technology were a different way for 

students to stay involved and participate in class; however, there 
was also a negative side. This technology was often unreliable and 
difficult for both teachers and students to operate. 

“[The technology] doesn’t always work. Sometimes there are 
glitches and it can frustrate the students. [It also] takes a while to set 
up, but it’s worth it,” Heath said. 

In addition to causing technical difficulties, having technology 
in the classroom could be distracting for students when they were 
trying to concentrate on their lessons. 

“Sometimes it’s hard to figure something out on the computer that 
I don’t already know how to do,” junior Tyler Smith said. 

Overall, students like Smith felt positively about the new resources 
being used in the classroom. Technology made it easier for teachers to 
instruct and explain lessons to students.

“The ELMO is good for taking notes because the teacher can show 
you new things, like how to set up a paper.  It helps you get to another 
level of success,” Smith said.

On Oct. 12, the school won $100,000 grant from the State Farm 
Celebrate My Drive event, which would be used to improve technology. 
This money went toward iPads for teachers, computers, projectors without 
carts, student response systems and updated labs.   

“We can always improve [technology]. It will keep the kids wanting to 
learn,” Heath said.  / / / content by OLIVIA REES
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NOOK AT ME NOW.  In Christine McCall’s 
reading class, junior Yazmin Caraballo reads I Wish 
You Were Dead on a Nook. “I like [using Nooks in 
class] because it gives you experience in high school 
that [can help you] in the future,” Caraballo said. 
Students chose different books to read on the Nooks.

GET SMART. Volunteering to work a problem 
in Algebra I, freshman Austin Mercer writes on a 
SMART Board.  “[Technology] helps me learn better 
because it’s more efficient and makes problems 
easier to understand,” Mercer said. Mercer believed 
he learned better with visuals aids like the SMART 
Board, instead of just hearing the lessons.

students get TECH

F YI
How much does 
technology cost?

Nook: $139

SMART Board: $1099

iPad: $399

ELMO: $610

overhead projector: $549

060academics “You can never get those moments back.  [I think] an instant goes by too quickly,” senior ERIKA QuILINdO said.

There were 13 SMART 
Boards on campus.
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The Tower, Loyola Marymount, Los Angeles, Calif.

Legend, Boone High School, Orlando, Fla.

Lists

Infographics
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           25. Create your own coverage – Some staffs provide 
	     space where students can answer questions, make lists 
	     and provide responses that allow them to include their 
	     thoughts and ideas directly into the book
           26. Who’s who – Also used most often in the faculty 
	     section, students match faculty names with baby or 
	     childhood photos.
         27. Surveys – Visual depictions of survey and polling 
	     information are a great way to include more specific 
	     information into the book. Be sure to  survey as large 
	     and diverse number of students as you can. Also, try to 
	     come up with all of your survey questions at one time 
	     and put them  before the student body once. Students 
	     being asked and staff doing the compilations will 
	     appreciate it. 
           28. Recording teen-life situations – In this type of 
	     coverage, a staff member arranges to attend an 
	     event or situation and then reports how the students 
	     act and react. (Example: Follow a group of students to 
	     their outing at a local mall.)
          29. Fact boxes/factoids – These are brief, direct, significant 
	     factual information designed to add details onto the 
	     spread. 
           30. Editorials – Not just for newspapers, editorials can 
	     be included to get one student’s viewpoint on a 
	     particularly controversial topic. These can be risky if 
	     the person has a viewpoint that challenges the 
	     majority view or opinion.
           31. Personal profiles – These focus on specific people who 
	     have a dynamic story to tell. They have evolved from 
	     being a small focus of coverage on a spread to
	     being the focal point of one specific spread within
	     a section.
           32. Anatomy of – Based on a photo of an individual that 
	     is tagged with information about that person or type 
	     of person. (Examples: Anatomy of a... Nerd, Water Polo 
	     player, Fashionista)
             33.  Memorable moments – Focus on specific moments 
	     within the year relating to a club, event or sport.

The Stampede, J.W. Mitchell High School, New Port Richey, Fla. 

Talisman, Saratoga High School, Saratoga, Calif.

Athenian, DeLand High School, DeLand, Fla.

Fans find themselves in a 
bind when deciding how 
much of their money they 

can dedicate 
to their 
obsessions.FANDOM
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20$
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32$ 300$
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TICKETS

300$

BOOK
14$

   While Lauren Schafer (‘14) spent her nights sleeping 
on her bed, the closet beside her harbored the faces 
of five young men plastered all over the wall. Schafer 
knew every detail that regarded their existence, and 
supported them in all their efforts. In addition to 
occupying a place in her closet, they also occupied a 
special place in her heart.
   Schafer epitomized the characteristics of a true super 
fan through her love of the boy band One Direction.
   “It is nice waking up to something like a wall of 
beautiful men. It really starts your day off right. It is 
kind of like a wall of inspiration. I could have chosen 
anyone to be on my wall, but my love of One 
Direction drew me to devote it entirely to posters of all 
the boys,” Schafer said.
   Though boy bands represented a large subcategory of 
super fandom, the stars subjected to obsession 
appeared in all shapes, sizes, and genders as did the 
fans themselves.
   “Lady Gaga is herself. No one can compare to her. 
She is on her own level of craziness, and I love her,” 
Sean Andrews (‘13) said.
   However, the life of a super fan possessed the 
ability to test the personal relationships of the 
celebrity-obsessed. Shayna Filippelli (‘14) admitted that 
her single lifestyle directly tied into her love for actor 
Ryan Gosling.
   “Me and Ryan Gosling are going to get married, so I 
am afraid he is going to get mad if I am with anyone,” 
Filippelli said.
   Regardless of the negatives, the obsession resulted in 
a positive effect for the fans as well, finding that their 
obsession unlocked a newfound personal confidence.
   “I have stopped caring what other people have to say 
about me, and I am not afraid to be who I am. I am 
more open about stuff, and I am not quiet anymore. I 
speak my mind,” Andrews said.
   Even fans themselves admitted to a few outlandish 
occurrences.
   “I have a video of the concert when he (Scotty 
McCreery) was coming out. Before he even came out, I 
was hyperventilating.  When he did come out, I started 
crying. I cried the night of the concert,” Brooke Daley 
(‘13) said.
   But other fanatics asserted the sanity in their 
obsessions.
   “I am not the crazy fan who thinks she is going to 
marry Justin Beiber. I am the crazy fan who cries when 
songs like ‘One Less Lonely Girl’ come out,” Leslie 
Fallon (‘13) said.
   Despite the sacrifice, the tears, and the criticism, 
super fans of all sorts stood by their idols and found 
solace in the knowledge that their shrine of celebrity 
paraphernalia waited for them to awaken.

Super fans find themselves 
trying to balance their 
obsessions with other 
aspects of their daily lives. 

super

LASTING LOVE. Sean Andrews (‘13) admires Lady 
Gaga through various portrayals of her, from books 
to graphic t-shirts. Andrews received the book as a 
birthday present. “My fandom does not stop at wearing 
her shirts or buying her books. It is something you eat, 
breathe and sleep,” Andrews said.
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obama for four more
       After four short years as the 
leader of our country, President 
Barack Obama wins America’s 
vote for another four-year term. 
Of the millions of voters out there, 
some came from right here at 
DeLand High. Many seniors who 
are eighteen now have the ability 
to vote and have voiced their input 
about the 2013 election.
     “I support the conservative values 
and the American traditions of the 
Republican Party but I do believe 
Obama is an excellent orator and 

his previous position as president 
surely helped his campaign,” 
senior Alex Thomas said. 
    Just because the eighteen year 
old students are the only ones 
allowed to vote here at DeLand 
High, doesn’t mean they’re the 
only ones involved with the 
politics and elections. Freshmen, 
sophomores, and juniors have all 
been excited about the elections 
as well, and have voiced who they 
believed should’ve been president. 
     “I’m a Republican and support 

the parties views, but there 
could’ve been a better candidate 
to go against Obama,” sophomore 
Joseph Hennessy said. 
  A student poll was made to 
determine which candidate 
high school students wanted for 
president for the 2013 term and 
it concluded with the same result 
as the actual election, Obama won 
over DeLand High’s votes as well 
as America’s. 

The current president takes control for another four year term after the 2013 election  

TIME FOR TIMES Politics 
are quite interesting 
to sophomore Keith 

Nicholson. “I agree with all 
Obamas’s policies and he is 
generally a good president,” 
Nicholson said. Nicholson is 
in his second year of the IB 

program.

Barack Obama  
Democratic Party
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Mitt Romney
Republican Party

Gary Johnson
Libertarian Party

Jill Stein
Green Party

Tom Hoefling
American Party

ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM 
Debates are held in Mrs. 
Dorcy's room, and senior 

Akhil Patel gets to play the 
role of Romney.”I like how  

Republicans support the 
second amendment,” Patel 

said. Patel also agrees with 
some Democratic views.
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STUDENTS CHOOSE A PREZ
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Choose 10 methods that you have not seen in your book before that you would 
like to try to integrate into your coverage plan. How will each of these new 
methods help better develop your theme?

1.

10.

9.

8.

7.

6.

5.

4.

3.

2.

ACTIVITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Your Name:

PICK YOUR SCONDARY COVERAGE

Athenian, DeLand High School, DeLand, Fla.
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ACTIVITY 
Search in current magazines, books and websites for new secondary
coverage ideas. How might you use and adapt what you have found to
better help develop your theme?

Design a package using one of the secondary coverage methods listed.
You will turn this in for a class evaluation.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Your Name:

Example 3

Example 2

Example 1
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RATE YOUR PROGRESSLesson 5
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

WRITING CONNECTIONS

Coverage Journal 5:1 – Pick five new secondary coverage ideas that you want 
to consider using in this year’s book. How do these methods relate directly to 
your theme? How will they help deepen your coverage?

Coverage Journal 5:2 – Find an infographic in last year’s yearbook, another 
yearbook or a magazine. Write out an explanation of the information supplied 
in the graphic. When you are done, you should see how much shorter 
the infographics is than your copy, and how much easier it is to grasp the 
information being conveyed in the infographic.

Every yearbook staff member should have a journal to write and record 
thoughts on topics throughout this unit.

 

I can do all tasks in 3.0 and I can teach others!

I understand the value of implementing a variety of coverage methods and how to create a 
plan that both expands coverage and delineates coverage job responsibilities. I can…

	 a. 

	 b. 

I can demonstrate how to gather and integrate information from a variety of sources into both 
traditional and secondary coverage packages that help better develop the theme.

I understand the basic coverage methods and the idea of secondary coverage, but I do not 
understand how to create secondary coverage packages or how to use them to expand 
traditional coverage.

I understand the basic coverage methods and the idea of secondary coverage, but I do not 
understand how to create secondary coverage packages or how to use them to expand 
traditional coverage.

analyze the content that is being covered and determine the 
method of coverage that best suits it 

research secondary coverage ideas and adapt these ideas to the 
yearbook’s content

4.0

3.0

2.0

1.0

ACTIVITY
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Jim Jordan is the yearbook adviser at Del Campo High School in Fair Oaks, Calif. 
His books consistently win national awards, with the 2013 Decamhian earning 
an NSPA Pacemaker Finalist. He has been a yearbook adviser for more than 
30 years, and over the years the Decamhian yearbook has earned 23 NSPA 
Pacemaker Finalist awards, with 15 of those winning the NSPA Pacemaker. The 
book also has won 13 CSPA Gold Crowns and four CSPA Silver Crowns. Jim was 
the 1996 JEA Yearbook Adviser of the Year, and shares his expertise with students 
and advisers at workshops and conventions across the country. He was among 
the first to embrace desktop technology and apply it to yearbook, and remains 
an innovator in the yearbook industry.
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